



Aldborough and Thurgarton

Parish Council 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE

Monday 7th March 2011 at 7.30 pm   

	Item
	
	Action

	
	Present:  John Padgham (Chairman), Heather Tamplin, Tony Baillie, Martin Elliott, Brian Metcalf and Sue Peters
	

	
	In attendance:  District Councillor Peter Willcox, the Clerk and 4 members of the public 
	

	1. 
	Apologies:  John Hammond and PCSO Nathan Jonas
	

	2. 
	Declarations of Interest:  None
	

	3. 
	Minutes of Meeting of 12th January 2011

With the substitution of “CC” for “DC” in line 2 of Minute 9, in line 16 of Minute 10 and in the Action column for Minute 10, the Minutes were confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a true record.
	

	4. 
	Matters Arising

The Clerk reported that he had been unable to trace any evidence of a Conservation Agreement, which might restrict the number of cuts that can be made to the lower part of the Green.  In the light of this, the Parish Council decided to accept the quotation from Secret Gardens & Prestige Properties for the two cuts, one in July after the wildflowers have finished blooming and the other in October at a cost of £50.00 per cut.

JP reported that the ivy that was growing up the pole near to the Post Office had been removed and that Charles Matts, who had made the Notice Board in Thurgarton, had indicated that the oak did not need to be treated with preservative.

The Clerk circulated a photograph of the larger litter bin that North Norfolk District Council wish to provide to replace the two litter bins that they consider need replacement.  After some discussion, the Parish Council decided to accept the offer of the replacement bin to be located near to the telephone box.  They also asked the Clerk to obtain prices for an additional litter bin to be located near to the Play Areas and to ascertain the cost of emptying that bin.

In the absence of County Councillor Diana Clarke, the Parish Council were unable to consider further their desired amendment of the Gritting Route in the Village.

The Parish Council noted that Mr Derek and Mrs Pauline Hill had passed a copy of the Clerk’s response to their letter to the Area Chairman of the Ramblers Association.

The Clerk reported that he had had a discussion with Mr Robin Gilkes, the Treasurer of the Community Centre, and had obtained the information needed to support a claim to seek recovery of the VAT on the materials purchased for the toilet accommodation. 

BM indicated that the surface water collecting in the parking area near to the Community Centre needed to be kept under review.

BM reported that Richard King had indicated that he could produce a series of brass plates showing the name of the Parish Council for the New Notice Board on The Green at a price of between £60.00 and £100.00.  After some discussion, the Parish Council decided not to display the name of the Parish Council on the Notice Board. 
	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	
	At this point the Meeting was suspended to allow the members of the public then present to speak.  Mrs Christine Carlson indicated that members of the Wildlife Group, supported by the Gardening Club and, with one exception, everyone else that had been approached, were keen to re-establish a pond on the lower part of The Green.  Mrs Carlson was supported by Ms Anne Murat, who indicated that from enquiries made it seems that grants towards the costs would be available from 1st April 2011.  A meeting to consider whether the proposal is feasible and how to proceed further is being held on the site at 9.30 am on 4th April 2011.  An invitation was extended to all Members of the Parish Council to attend.  The Parish Council were sympathetic towards the proposal but felt that it should be mentioned in In Touch and discussed at the Annual Parish Meeting on 18th April 2011. 
	Clerk

	5. 
	Police Community Support Officer’s Report

In the absence of PCSO Nathan Jonas, the Clerk reported that, since the last Meeting, two Crimes (Common Assault and Theft of Gas Cylinders) have been reported and that there have been nine calls to the Police, a summary of which was provided.  The next Mobile Police Station will be on Thursday, 31st March 2011 between 10.00 am and 11.00 am.
	

	6. 
	Aldborough Cricket Club – Presentation of the Proposals

In the absence of any representatives from the Cricket Club, JP reported on an informal meeting held on 21st February 2011 when it had been agreed that the Club would approach North Norfolk District Council about the need for Planning Permission for their proposals to site portable changing rooms on The Green and undertake the consultation with residents around The Green that had been suggested previously.  It is hoped the Club will describe their proposals at the next Annual Parish Meeting.  
	

	7. 
	Replacement of Play Areas

SP reported that Playdale Playgrounds Limited have commenced the installation of the new play equipment, which should be completed in 2 weeks.  This is in spite of Mr Baron Tremain’s failure to complete the removal of all the existing equipment.  The spindle for the roundabout and the surrounding concrete are still being removed but this should not affect the installation programme.  However, an invoice could well be received for this work.  SP and HT described their discussions with adjoining owners about the exact locations for the new equipment and the resulting need to remove some small trees and shrubs to accommodate the revised locations.  Robert Wright, at JP’s request, quoted £275.00 to undertake this removal so an invoice for this is expected.  Once the installation is complete, Playdale will carry out their safety checks and Norfolk County Council should then pay over the grant.  It is hoped to plant a low hedge along some parts of the completed Play Areas, but this is not part of the contract with Playdale.  An Official Opening Ceremony will take place at a later date, possibly in May 2011, when it is hoped an appropriate celebrity will be present.
	SP, HT

	8. 
	Parish Council Election on 5th May 2011

The Clerk reported that Notice of the Election is due to take place on Friday 25th March 2011 and Nominations must be received by the Returning Officer at North Norfolk District Council no later than noon on Monday 4th April 2011.  Nomination Papers and Consents to Nomination are available on the District Council’s website.  Two of the Members present indicated that they do not intend to stand for re-election.  There was some discussion about the need to encourage Nominations and it was agreed that all Members would continue to ask Parishioners to stand for election.  JP’s suggestion that the Clerk should approach the Cricket Club and the Football Club to suggest they arrange the nomination of some one able to speak for them was agreed.  It was also agreed that an appeal for persons willing to be nominated should be included in In Touch and that some posters should be prepared by HT and ME and displayed throughout the Parish 
	ALL, 

HT, ME

	9. 
	Reports by Parish Councillors on their Responsibilities
BM – Planning – Nothing to report

BM – History Society – The new book is progressing but is awaiting completion of the proof reading. 

JP – Allotments – Is giving up his allotment, so this will be his last report.

JP – Community Bus – 3 new drivers are now fully operational.

HT – Recycling Banks – She has cleared up around them and they are fine.
ME – Health and Safety – He has removed an abandoned old bicycle from the lower part of The Green and will arrange for its disposal.

TB – Village Care – Presented a cheque for £3,000.00 from Village Care being their donation of £2,000.00 for the new Play Areas and the legacy of £1,000.00 from the late Dora Leonard.  On behalf of the Parish Council, JP thanked Village Care for the cheque.

TB – Community Centre – The improvements to the toilet accommodation have now been completed and they have been well received.  The dishwasher and a refrigerator have been replaced.

TB – John Bacon Trust – Father Brian Faulkner is suggesting that the Trust be wound up and has written to the Clerk about it.  The Clerk is looking at the implications but, to obtain the approval of the Charity Commissioners, it would be necessary to transfer the Trust Funds to another charity with similar objects.  TB suggested that this might be Village Care. 

JP for JH – Footpaths – There are no problems at present. 
	ME

Clerk

	10. 
	District Council and County Council Reports

PW reported that North Norfolk District Council had now formally adopted their Site Specific Proposals Development Plan and their Conversion and Re-use of Rural Buildings as Dwellings Policy.  He indicated that, after 8 years, he will not be standing again for election as a District Councillor.   The Parish Council thanked him for his help and support and wished him well for the future.  In the absence of DC, there was no County Council report. 
	

	11. 
	Correspondence

A letter from Norfolk County Council thanking those Parish Councils that had expressed an interest in taking over some of their services and seeking further expressions of interest was noted.

 An e-mail from the Highways Department seeking details of any minor highways works that could be undertaken by the Highway and Community Rangers on their next visit to the Parish.  The Parish Council asked the Clerk to indicate that all the street signs in the Parish could do with cleaning, especially those at Doctor’s Corner.

A letter from North Norfolk District Council informing the Parish Council of the arrangements for the paper bank after 1st April 2011.  There will be a change of contractor and a new bank will be delivered and the old one removed.  It is hoped to avoid there being more than one bank on site. The change in contractors will mean that the Parish Council receives the whole of the recycling credit rate without any service charge deduction.

An e-mail from North Norfolk District Council, following a complaint about dog fouling in the Loke adjacent to the Black Boys Public House, asking the Parish Council to consider erecting two posts for them to affix “No Fouling” signs.  A sign originally erected on the railings has had to be removed because children were catching themselves on it.  After carefully considering this request, the Parish Council decided not to agree. 

A request from the Norfolk Coast Partnership for applications for Community Representatives was noted.

A request from Gray Brothers for the use of The Green for the Annual Fair, with arrival on 19th June 2011 and then opening from 21st June to 26th June 2011, was approved.

A request from the Buzz Club to hold another “It’s a Knock Out” on The Green on 25th June 2011 was deferred, at the request of ME, in view of the clash of the date with the Annual Fair.

A request from Mr Brian Monks to start the Charles Clark Car Rally from The Green on Sunday, 10th July 2011 was approved, subject to the usual conditions.

A letter from North Norfolk District Council with regard to the 2011 Census, which will occur on 27th March 2011.  The letter encloses a poster for display on the Village Notice Board.

A letter from Norfolk County Council confirming that the Norfolk Minerals and Waste Local Development Framework Core Strategy and Minerals and Waste Development Management Policies have been submitted to the Secretary of State for independent examination.  A disk containing the documents submitted is included in the Passround.

Information received from Norfolk County Council about the dates and times of the four weekly visits of the mobile Library to the Parish commencing on 14th April 2011.

An invitation from North Norfolk District Council to a Community Resilience Workshop on 28th March 2011 at their offices was noted.

An invitation from Norfolk Association of Local Councils for Coffee and a Chat on 30th March 2011 at The Black Boys in Aylsham was noted. 

An invitation from Norfolk Rural Community Council to a joint meeting with the Norfolk Rural Forum on the Future of Rural Services on 6th April 2011 in Dereham was noted.

A request from Norfolk Age UK for financial support for their three year “Campaign for Later Life in Norfolk” was noted.   
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	12. 
	Financial Matters

The Clerk reported that Mr Ted Walker, who had undertaken the Internal Audit for the Parish Council last year, would be unable to do so again this year as he is seriously ill in hospital.  Various alternatives were explored but Mr Robin Gilkes, who was present as a member of the public, indicated his willingness to have discussions with the Clerk about the role and what is involved.  

The Clerk also reported on his attendance at the “Understanding Audit – The Audit Responsibilities of a Local Council” Course that he had attended on 22nd February 2011.  He indicated that the Course had been very helpful and had demonstrated that the Parish Council was carrying out its functions properly and as intended and that the internal controls are effective.  However, the Course Tutor had recommended that all Parish Councils should appoint an Internal Control Officer or Scrutineer from among their Members.  This recommendation was discussed by the Parish Council who decided that such an appointment would not be necessary as they considered that their existing procedures provide adequate safeguards.  
Cheques approved: 
         100792 – SLCC Enterprises Limited - £48.00 – Course Fee

         100793 – T T Jones Electrical Limited - £34.42 – Street Lighting Maintenance
	

	13. 
	Recent and Forthcoming Events

Recent

The Black Boys Public House has re-opened under caretaker management but is not serving food.

The Farmers’ Market was held again on 6th March 2011.

The Pantomime presented by the Aldborough Players was a great success.
	

	14. 
	Any other business
BM reported that one of the supports on the junior goalpost has broken but he will attempt to repair it.

BM enquired whether the Parish Council were going to organise any event for the Royal Wedding on 29th April 2011.   He suggested the possibility of arranging for a breakfast in the Community Centre followed by the viewing of the Wedding on a large screen.  TB agreed to put the suggestion to the members of the Community Centre Management Committee.

BM produced a copy of the Bodham Village Appraisal document, which was placed in the current Passround.

JP for JH reported that JH proposed using the surplus “planings” that he had in store to make good any damage caused to the Church Room access road whilst the new play equipment is being installed.  This was agreed.
	BM

TB

JH

	15. 
	The Meeting was closed at 9.35 pm.  
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