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Aldborough and Thurgarton 
Parish Council  

 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE 
Wednesday 12th January 2011 at 7.30 pm    

 
Item  Action 

 Present:  John Padgham (Chairman), Heather Tamplin, Tony Baillie and Martin Elliott   
 In attendance:  District Councillor Peter Willcox, the Clerk and 2 members of the 

public (until after the suspension of the Meeting) 
 

1.  Apologies:  John Hammond, Sue Peters, Brian Metcalf, County Councillor Diana 
Clarke and PCSO Nathan Jonas 

 

2.  Declarations of Interest:  None  
3.  Minutes of Meeting of 1st December 2010 

With the substitution of “Road” for “Lane” in line 7 of Minute 4 and the addition of the 
word ”to”  before the word “take” on line 4 of Minute 6, the Minutes were confirmed and 
signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

 

4.  Matters Arising 
ME reported that he has delayed fixing the replacement cradle seat for the swing in 
view of the impending replacement of the Play Area equipment. 
The Parish Council noted that the overhanging hedge that in Chapel Road has been 
cut back.  
JP for BM indicated that the Planning Application for the construction of a Biomass 
Fuelled Energy Facility at Stonepit Hill, Plum Lane, Gresham has been withdrawn.  
The Clerk reported on the quotation provided by Secret Gardens & Prestige Properties 
for a one off slitting/aeration of The Green (£82.00) and for six slittings/aerations at 
monthly intervals through the summer (£300.00 or £50.00 per treatment).  After 
consideration the Parish Council decided to accept the quotation for the one off 
slitting/aeration, such treatment to be carried out in June or July of this year. 
Arising from this quotation, the Clerk reported that, as it had been too wet to cut the 
lower part of The Green last autumn, he had asked Secret Gardens & Prestige 
Properties for their advice on improving the present condition.  Their recommendation 
is for a cut in March 2011 to remove the 2010 growth and then to make two further 
cuts each year, one in July when the wild flowers will have finished and the other in 
October.  The Parish Council decided to accept the quotation provided with the 
recommendation for the cut in March 2011 at a cost of £100.00 but to defer 
consideration of the quotation for the subsequent cuts until the Clerk has ascertained 
whether there is a Conservation Agreement, as suggested by DC, which might restrict 
the number of cuts that can be made. 
ME reported that the grit bins were refilled after numerous reminders. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

 At this point the Meeting was suspended to allow the members of the public then 
present to speak.  Mr Dennis Bacon confirmed that the street light in Margaret Lilly 
Way has now been repaired.  He also confirmed that there is now another grit bin at 
the Doctor’s Surgery.  He drew attention to the ivy growing up the pole near to the Post 
Office, which JP agreed to look at, and the need for the Notice Board in Thurgarton to 
be treated with preservative.  Mr Alex Pugh enquired whether the Parish Council had 
received a copy of the Inspector’s Report on latest Inquiry into the Local Development 
Framework.  He was loaned a copy by PW, who confirmed that North Norfolk District 
Council would be asked to formally adopt the two Policy documents at their meeting on 
23rd February 2011.  He also enquired about the Localism Bill that has been introduced 
into Parliament and asked if a copy was yet available.  He was informed by the Clerk 
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Item  Action 
that a copy should be available on the internet very shortly before the Bill’s Second 
Reading later in the month.  The Clerk also drew attention to the information, included 
in the Passround, from the National Association of Local Councils on the Localism Bill, 
which outlines the Planning powers proposed to be given to local Councils to develop 
proposals, without restraint from the District Council, subject to a majority of more than 
50%of the votes cast in a local referendum.  

5.  Police Community Support Officer’s Report 
In the absence of PCSO Nathan Jonas, the Clerk reported that, since the last 
Meeting, one Crime (Fraud by False Representation) has been reported and that there 
have been seven calls to the Police, a summary of which was provided.  

 
 

6.  Aldborough Cricket Club – Presentation of the Proposals 
The Clerk reported that the Club were not yet ready to make their presentation but 
hoped to be by the date of the next Meeting. 

 

7.  Replacement of Play Areas 
HT for SP reported that Playdale Playgrounds Limited anticipate commencing the 
installation of the new play equipment  in the middle of February 2011 with the work 
expected to take about three weeks.  Mr Baron Tremain has agreed to remove the 
existing equipment free of charge by the end of January 2011 but, if there are any 
difficulties in doing so, the alternative contractor now indicated would undertake the 
removal.  JP reported that he had not been asked to seal the appropriate 
documentation on behalf of the Parish Council.  After some discussion, the Parish 
Council expressed some concerns about if the installation of the new play equipment 
was not completed before the absolute deadline of 31st March 2011 for payment of the 
grant by Norfolk County Council. They asked the Clerk to investigate the possibility of 
obtaining insurance cover to meet the costs incurred in the installation if that work was 
delayed beyond 31st March 2011 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk, SP 

8.  Reports by Parish Councillors on their Responsibilities 
HT – Recycling Banks – She needs to clear up the rubbish around the Banks. 
TB – Village Care – Nothing to report. 
TB – Community Centre – The improvements to the toilet accommodation are 
approaching completion.   Apologies for the delay.  
ME – Health and Safety – There is an increase in dog fouling around the top of The 
Green,   He will report the information known to him to PCSO Nathan Jonas. 
JP – Allotments – Nothing to report. 
JP – Community Bus – Nothing to report. 
JP for BM – Planning – Planning Permission has been granted, subject to conditions, 
for the Erection of a Replacement Single-Storey Rear Extension at Fernleigh, The 
Green, Aldborough. 
JP for BM – Planning – Drew attention to a letter from North Norfolk District Council  
indicating that the 1995 Number 5 The Mill Tree Preservation Order has been revoked  
as the trees are no longer under any demonstrable threat.  
The Clerk for JH – Footpaths – They are as good as can be expected.  

 
HT 
 
 
 
 
ME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9.  District Council and County Council Reports 
PW reported on the difficult decisions needed from the District Council to achieve the 
£800,000 savings required to be found.  In the absence of DC, there was no report.  

 

10.  Correspondence 
An e-mail from North Norfolk District Council about the poor state of repair of the two 
litter bins that are emptied by that Council.  The e-mail suggests that the bins be 
replaced with one larger bin, which incorporates a 240 litre wheelie bin, and seeks 
comments about the location.  The Parish Council asked the Clerk to obtain more 
information about the design of the suggested new bin.  
An invitation from the Norfolk Association of Local Councils to a Workshop on 
Community Led Design at Old Costessey on 8th March 2011 was noted. 
The Parish Council decided not to appoint any delegates to attend the Meeting to 
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discuss the Police Authority Budget for 2011/12 at Wymondham on 20th January 2011. 
A letter from Norfolk County Council with regard to temporary road closures, the 
statutory procedures involved and the need for wide notification was received. 
A letter from Norfolk County Council enclosing a leaflet showing their Gritting Routes 
for 2010/2011 was noted.  The Clerk reported on an exchange of e-mails with Ms 
Becki Ballard about her concerns, expressed on behalf of a number of parents, in 
relation to the lack of gritting on the road outside Aldborough Primary School.  The 
Parish Council decided to ask DC to assist them in seeking to persuade the County 
Council to amend their Gritting Route into the Village to go past the Spar Shop and the 
Doctor’s Surgery before re-joining the existing Route. 
A letter from the Royal British Legion enclosing a brochure about their “Great Poppy 
Party Weekend” was noted. 
A letter to the Chairman from Mr Derek and Mrs Pauline Hill, enclosing a copy of a 
letter from the Ramblers’ Association about the scale of Norfolk County Council’s 
proposed cuts in the their Rights of Way Budget.  The Parish Council discussed 
possible implications of the proposed cuts but were reassured by PW who drew 
attention to the responsibilities of land owners for keeping the footpaths clear.  The 
Clerk was asked to respond to the letter. 
An exchange of e-mails with Mr Robin Gilkes, the Treasurer of the Community Centre, 
about the possibility of the Parish Council being able legally to make a VAT recovery 
claim in respect of the materials purchased for the work being undertaken on the toilet 
accommodation was noted. 
The Parish Council agreed to the Clerk attending a Course on “Understanding Audit – 
The Audit Responsibilities of a Local Council” at Aylsham on 22nd February 2011 at a 
cost of £40.00. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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11.  Financial Matters 
The Parish Council considered and noted a Statement, which had been circulated, 
comparing the financial position as at 31st December 2010 with the approved Budget 
for 2010/2011. 
Cheques approved:  
         100790 – J M G Payne - £616.32 – Clerk’s Fees and expenses (£29.97) 
         100791 – B Metcalf - £11.00 – Gratuity for delivery of Christmas Tree. 

 
 
 
 

12.  Recent and Forthcoming Events 
Recent 
The Carol Singing round the Christmas Tree was well attended, considering the 
weather. 
The Black Boys Public House has closed but a re-opening is expected shortly. 
Forthcoming 
19th January 2011 – First Meeting of the Wildlife Group. 
2nd to 5th February 2011 – Aldborough Players’ Pantomime. 
6th February 20111 – Farmer’s Market. 

 
 
 
 
 

13.  Any other business 
JP for BM asked whether it would be possible to construct a soakaway to drain the 
surface water from the parking area near to the Community Centre.  Owing to the 
present level of surface water on the surrounding area it is unlikely that a soakaway 
would be effective.  Furthermore, the Parish Council had decided in 2010 that the 
quoted cost of effecting a drainage solution was too high. 
The Parish Council discussed the e-mail circulated by BM concerning the 
suggestions of Richard King for how the name of the Parish Council might be shown 
on the new Notice Board on The Green.  It was decided to defer a decision on whether 
to proceed until the cost of the suggested plate and lettering is available. 

 
 
 
 
BM 

14.  The Meeting was closed at 9.00 pm.    
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